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Aerial night view of Funtasy Island. ( Photo: Kay Ngee Tan Architects)

en celebrities ache to get away from the
public eye, they escape to a private island
they can call their own, where they will not
even need to share the Wi-Fi.

Or they could do like what Hong Kong star Simon
Yam did and pick up a few island villas instead — on an
eco development, no less.

He recently put money down for three villas by the
sea on a new island development in Indonesia just 16km
from Sentosa in Singapore. Yam, who owns more than 20
properties around the world, finds island living calm and
peaceful, providing a healthy environment for daughter
Ella to grow up in.

The advocate of environmental protection is also
convinced that the development, Funtasy Island, could
responsibly maintain the island's ecosystem, even with
the potential rush of activity coming from its residents
and tourists.

Funtasy Island belongs to a growing property trend
where eco tourism marries eco residences on sunny
island shores.

Eco-tourism development is currently expanding at
a fast pace around the world, with demand outstripping
supply at a pace that is not expected to ebb. And the eco
concept for holiday resorts has spilled over to residences,
leading to a hybrid of facilities catering to both tourists
and homeowners, says Funtasy Island Development's
managing director Michael Yong.

This trend is even more unique when it takes place
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on an eco island, such as Indonesia’s Funtasy Island or
Chongming Island in Shanghai, Pisces Island in Xiamen
Bay China.

If nothing else, Funtasy Island has been drawing
lots of attention for its ambitious plan to house the world's
largest eco theme park. It is made up of six islets with
a total land area of 328 hectares and features a variety
of residences (from villas to bungalows) and tourist-
friendly facilities such as a hotel, yacht club, performance
hall, promenade, natural seawater swimming pool and a
seafarm for aquaculture activities.

It will also include a Precious Moments-themed “love
island" with a wedding chapel, a Popeye theme park, a
Charlie Chaplin-inspired café and other facilities featuring
characters such as Peter Rabbit and Paddington Bear. An

eco educational park with Hollywood cartoon characters
has also been slated alongside a tropical rainforest area
dedicated to film shoots.

Yong finds inspiration in a destination like the Xcaret
Eco Park in Mexico. Located 75km south of Cancun, the
large-scale park is based around a subterranean river
flowing out to the sea on a site that was once a Mayan
settlement and features a theme combining the Mayan
culture with natural sights.

To maintain Funtasy Island’s ecological environment,
only 30 per cent of the land will be developed, while the
other 70 per cent will be preserved.

“Funtasy Island comes complete with a treasure
trove of cranes, eagles, dolphins, salamanders, butterflies
and all kinds of flora and fauna;’ says Yong. “There are

“Funtasy Island comes complete with a treasure
trove of cranes, eagles, dolphins, salamanders,
butterflies and all kinds of flora and fauna. There
are more than 30 kinds of mangrove forests,
crystal clear seawater and beautiful coral reefs,
among other things. All this is very attractive to
owners and tourists alike” — Developer Micheal Yong

VPGS T S AT I T TS DT YT SR ST TN T T e i e e B e

1A



more than 30 kinds of mangrove forests, crystal-clear
seawater and beautiful coral reefs, among other things. All
this is very attractive to owners and tourists alike”

Coupled with 24-hour security across the island
and an hourly ferry from Sentosa Cove that takes just 20
minutes, the lines between home and holiday blur neatly
for its islanders, the first batch of whom are scheduled to
move in to their new homes in 2013.

Hans J. Hvide, a Norwegian businessman and yacht
owner who has lived in Singapore with his American wife
for 21 years, has bought a villa here for his family of six. He
says: "Besides Sisters Island and St John's Island, there
are no other places in Singapore you can go in your yacht.
Funtasy Island is probably the closest to Singapore. In the
future, our family can go to sea over the weekend”

He approves of the developer's plans to conserve
the marine and rainforest life, and looks forward to taking
his family diving and boating, and enjoying outdoor
activities in the mangrove forest — all at his doorstep.

Funtasy Island architect Tan Kay Ngee summed up
island life this way: “Island living is very different from city
living; your mindset and rhythm will also be very different’

Tan, who has worked on the Commune at the Great
Wall project in Beijing, consulted with an architecture
and conservation expert from the National University of
Singapore regarding eco planning for the island, eco
buildings and minimising environmental damage.

Cars are banned on the island and natural ventilation
is employed to modulate temperatures. Tan says: “Urban

dwellers shut themselves in air-con all day during work

Funtasy Island architect Tan Kay Ngee: * Your mindset and
rhythm will be very different if you live on an island”
(Photo: ¢ [ 4)

Funtasy Island has

forests, kingfishers, Gfahes:
(Photo: Funtasy Island Development Pte'Ltd)
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Owner H?ns. J. Hvide could park

fich and varied natural resource such as mangrove

his yachtormsy Island's aqua &%

and should probably avoid staying in air-conditioning after
heading home!

Indeed, the island's tropical resort design takes its
cue from traditional Thai and Indonesian-style wooden
buildings. A modern touch comes from the use of stone.

Part of the island’s attraction lies also in the layout
of the villas, which avails some residents to the elements
in an unexpected way. At high tide, some villas will appear
to float above the sea as the footbridges are partially
submerged. Each full moon, when the swells are at their
highest, even golf buggies will not be able to pass and the
houses will be accessible only by boat.

Funtasy Island is developed jointly by investment
funds from Indonesia, Malaysia, Hong Kong and mainland
China, at a cost of $600 million. Singapore-based Funtasy
Island Development Pte Ltd and Indonesia-based Batam
Island Marina are jointly in charge of management and
development.

The island’s Indonesian owner bought the island 20
years ago, but did not develop it, Yong says. “Now, he is
kept awake whenever he thinks about the development of
the island. Some (home)owners really like the island and
are putting in both money and effort to see to its success!

Despite the fact that Funtasy Island will be opened
to visitors free, the villas will remain out of sight, with a
separate clubhouse entrance leading to facilities such as
swimming pool, a sand salt spa, a fitness room, a café,
children's playground and others. Yong says: “Funtasy
Island residences will be calm, secluded and private, while

the tourism development aims to be as lively and crowded
as possible”
An international harbour on the island will give

tourists direct access. To protect the environment, daily
admission is capped at 2,000 visitors, each of whom will
be given the choice of planting a tree or a coral.

Ninety per cent of the first stage development has
already been sold, and the project will be fully completed
by the end of 2016. According to the developer, prices of
units launched in the beginning of the year have increased
from $438,000 to $668,000, with new units — with a
65-year lease - now selling at over $1 million or more than
$300 per square foot. Estimated retumns on rental are at 5
to 10 per cent and rental management can be handled by
the management company.

With Singaporeans making up 70 per cent of
homeowners, the openness of the sea and the rich
nature are expected to do much to dissolve the stress
of city living for them.
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Eco-home Buzz Hits Other Islands

Chongming Island in Shanghai

After the opening of the Shanghai Yangtze Bridge-
Tunnel linking Chongming Island to the mainland,
the number of visitors heading to Dongtan Nature
Reserve, Dongping National Forest Park and
Sisha Wetland Park on the island has increased
dramatically. This has also boosted demand for low-
carbon eco residences on the island.

Yingdong Village is the first eco-village set up
by the Chongming Island government and consists
of eco residences that are built on the principles
of optimising energy, land, water and material use
to minimise waste. The island is also home to high-
end villa development Toscana, designed by the
Dutch company NITA Group. It boasts nearly 1,000
acres of greenery, hundreds of fruit and vegetable
in a “life museum”, a golf course, a racecourse, a
cultural experiential zone, gardens and guesthouse
services. Other residential developments there
include Enjoy Provence, which sits on a lakeside
plump with greenery.

Pisces Island in Xiamen Bay

On the sea near the China Merchants Zhangzhou
Development Zone in Xiamen Bay, a man-made
island in the shape of the Pisces symbol is taking
shape. An eco island of 2.2 sq km - much larger
than the famous Xiamen attraction Gulangyu islet

- is being created through landfill, to the tune of
some RMB3 billion (S$595 million).

It will become China's first large-scale man-made
eco island, featuring a cultural zone, a themed
resort, a marina leisure zone, an eco residence
attraction, a yacht club, a Minnan-region business
and cultural zone, and marina residences. The island
is slated to become a leisure resort eco destination
with a residential community. All amenities on
the island have to adhere to the principles of low
carbon emission and energy efficiency, among
other green requirements. Construction is expected
to be completed in three years.

Emerald Monkey Eco-Luxe Resort and
Residences in Panama
Facing the Caribbean, just above Isla Pastor
(Shepherd Island) in the Bocas del Toro archipelago
in Panama, is the new luxury eco development
Emerald Monkey Eco-Luxe Resort and Residences,
which boasts of leaving a zero carbon footprint.
White sandy beaches, huge swathes of
tropical rainforests and an abundance of coral reefs
all co-exist on the island, alongside villa residences
featuring traditional Balinese design and décor — in
the hope that the island’s residents will live just as
harmoniously with nature as the Balinese do.
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